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Local samurai’s kendo spirit
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BUILDING SOLD!

Permit #1197260
NYC Dep’t of
Consumer Affairs.
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FUR COATS,
JACKETS, CAPES

AND
ACCESSORIES $99

FUR COATS FROM MINK, LYNX, FOX,
RACCOON,

SHEARLINGS & MORE

COME IN TODAY
FOR BEST

SELECTION.

AFTER 60 YEARS ON WEST 57TH STREET
WE ARE LIQUIDATING OUR ENTIRE STOCK
OF FURS AT NEVER-BEFORE MARKDOWNS

50-75%
OFF ENTIRE INVENTORY

PRICES

SLASHED

AGAIN

RITZ FURS
IS CLOSING

ON WEST 57TH STREET FOREVER!

BY PAUL H.B. SHIN
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER

KEEPING ALIVE the martial tradi-
tions of the samurai has been a life-
long labor of love for Shozo Kato — a
devotion that doesn’t take a break
even for the dog days of summer.

Kato, 50, is one of the highest rank-
ing U.S. practitioners of kendo — a
form of fencing descended from the
swordsmanship of feudal Japan. The
immigrant from Hiroshima recently
celebrated the 20th anniversary of his
dojo, Shidogakuin
(www.kendoka.org).

Even on the most
sweltering of days,
Kato and his students
can be found working
up a fierce sweat — du-
eling with bamboo
foils under their tradi-
tional armor and uni-
forms at their dojo
near the UN headquarters in
Manhattan.

“Kendo is not just about training
the body, but the spirit also,” said
Kato, an art photographer by day. “Un-
til high school, I did kendo because it
was exciting, because I wanted to win.
But after I met [high-ranking] sensei,
I saw that kendo is also an art.”

In New York and across the country,
kendo has seen a steady rise in mem-
bership, with recent spikes in interest
in the wake of such movies as “The
Last Samurai” and “Kill Bill.”

And though A-list stars Tom Cruise
and Uma Thurman may have amped
up the glamor of Japanese swordplay,

Kato’s beginnings as a kendo instruc-
tor here were far from glamorous.

In the early days, finding a space to
practice was a challenge because po-
tential landlords were often scared
away by the stomping and shouting re-
quired in kendo.

The noise even caused a brush with
the law a few years after Kato opened
a dojo at 21st St. and Sixth Ave., when
neighbors called the cops after hear-
ing the screams of one of Kato’s fe-
male students — an opera soprano

with a powerful set of
pipes.

Kendo is great exer-
cise, but its deep ap-
peal lies in its sublime
mental game that
draws heavily from
Zen philosophy, said
Debi Farmer, a former
personal trainer and
graphic artist who has

been a student of Kato’s for 12 years.
“It’s about timing, with an under-

standing of the weapon. Power and
speed are only going to last when
you’re young,” said Farmer.

Kato is one of only two American in-
structors who holds the rank of sev-
enth dan — or seventh-degree black
belt — in both kendo and iaido (pro-
nounced ee-EYE-doh), a companion
art in which practitioners learn how to
draw and cut with a katana, the tradi-
tional Japanese sword.

In kendo and iaido, the sword is a
tool of self-refinement rather than a
weapon, Kato said. “The sword makes
people’s lives happy,” he said.

pshin@nydailynews.com

PROSECUTORS SAY they have
uncovered evidence of more
crimes by Brooklyn Democratic
boss Clarence Norman — includ-
ing allegations that he deposited
nearly $17,000 in campaign dona-
tions into his personal bank ac-
count.

Although Norman is not get-
ting hit with new charges, prose-
cutors want to present evidence
of the alleged bad acts to jurors if
the political powerbroker de-
cides to testify at his upcoming
corruption trial.

Norman allegedly pocketed
six checks totaling $16,900 be-
tween 1999 and 2001 that were
supposed to be deposited with
various Democratic clubs or re-
election committees, according
to a court document filed by
Brooklyn Deputy District Attor-
ney Michael Vecchione.

Norman also allegedly put the
arm on a lobby group, the New
York State Association of Service
Station and Repair Shops, to pay
expenses his reelection cam-
paign owed to a printing compa-
ny. Norman’s lawyer Edward
Rappaport said Norman denies
the allegations and vowed to
fight to keep them out of court.

Jury selection is scheduled to
get underway on Aug. 29 for Nor-
man’s trial on charges of accept-
ing about $10,000 in unreported
campaign contributions to avoid
state donation limits.
 John Marzulli

B’klyn’s Dem
chief in 17G
scam, sez DA

SUMMERSUMMER
in thein the 

CityCity

JAMES KEIVOM DAILY NEWS

Martial arts master Shozo Kato (left) explains the
finer points of samurai swordplay to a student in
kendo at his dojo on the East Side.
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By JOHN DELLAPINA
DAILY NEWS SPORTS WRITER

WHILE OTHER clubs — including divi-
sion rival Philadelphia — were jumping
into the free agent market with gusto yes-
terday, the Rangers’ brain trust conserva-
tively began to fill holes on a roster it in-
sists will be youth-oriented.

Martin Straka was the biggest of the
three names signed to Rangers contracts
on a frenetic second day of free agency.
And the veteran left winger figures to go
right onto the team’s top (only?) forward
line with Jaromir Jagr and Michael Ny-
lander.

The Rangers also signed rangy, reli-
able defenseman Marek Malik for three
years and finally consummated a two-
year, $3.8 million deal with Kevin
Weekes, who will be their No. 1 goaltend-
er going into the season. That just about
completes their defense and goaltending.

The Islanders, meanwhile, took a step
toward restocking their disappearing de-
fense corps, signing Alexei Zhitnik to a
four-year, $14 million deal.

Hardly commotions like the ones made
by the Flyers — who inked burly defense-
men Derian Hatcher and Mike Rathje ear-
ly in the day — or Boston — which signed
forwards Glen Murray, Shawn McEach-
ern and Dave Scatchard, whom the Rang-
ers courted. Noise also was made yester-
day by Los Angeles, which signed Pavol
Demitra; Atlanta, which signed Bobby

Holik to a three-year, $12.75 million deal;
Chicago, which pulled a stunner by sign-
ing former Islander Adrian Aucoin to a
four-year, $16 million contract.

The four top players on the market —
Devils defenseman Scott Niedermayer,
forwards Peter Forsberg and Markus
Naslund and goaltender Nikolai Khabibu-
lin — remain free. However, various re-
ports had Niedermayer narrowing down
his list of suitors from 14 to four or five —
including the Devils — while Khabibulin
was said to be headed to Chicago.

Though they have had contact with the
agents for Forsberg, Naslund and Nieder-
mayer, the Rangers appear determined to
stay away from big-ticket signings this
offseason in order to save cap room for
next summer. Following this season, sev-
eral franchise-type players could come
on the market — including Joe Thornton
and Vincent Lecavalier — who are young-
er than the current crop of free agents.

The new CBA drops the thresholds at
which players can become unrestricted
free agents next summer to age 29 or
eight years of NHL experience. In follow-
ing seasons, the minimum age drops to
28 and then 27 with the experience re-
quirement dipping to seven seasons.

The team salary cap of $39 million and
individual cap of $7.8 million already
have had a dramatic impact upon the free
agent market. Unlike in previous sea-
sons, when teams like the Rangers, Tor-

onto, Dallas and Detroit could simply out-
bid all rivals, cap room is key now.

“In the old system, without a salary
cap, more teams would have been in-
volved in it and who knows where the
numbers would have ended up,” Thrash-

ers GM Don Waddell said on the confer-
ence call announcing Holik’s signing.
“But the new system, with the salary cap,
I think puts more teams on an equal
ground because we all have the same
amount of money to spend.”

The Rangers still have plenty of money
to spend and at least two or three more
roster spots to fill. Yesterday, though,
they went with the puzzle-piece method.

They needed a left winger to play on
Jagr’s line. What better fit than a guy
who has been a linemate of Jagr’s both
with the Pittsburgh Penguins and the
Czech national team? And for the easy-
to-swallow price of a one-year, $3 million
deal, Straka’s signing made sense.

“Martin is a skilled, character player
who plays a complete game,” GM Glen
Sather said in a statement issued by the
Rangers. “His skill will complement our
team’s offense and special teams play. In
addition, his strong leadership and will-
ingness to compete every night will have
a significant impact on our young talent.”

Malik is hardly flashy and probably
was delighted to wind up with a three-
year, $7.5 million deal. He has never
scored more than seven goals or record-
ed more than 23 points in a season.

Malik is 6-foot-5 and 235 pounds, but
his lack of a big hitting game undoubted-
ly will bother some Rangers fans. But he
has been a plus machine. He’s plus-69 for
his career and was a whopping plus-58
the last two NHL seasons with Vancou-
ver.

Rangers ink three to fill holes
NHL

WIREIMAGE.COM

Martin Straka is one of the players
the Rangers signed yesterday.
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